
What Is Planned Giving?
The goal of planned giving is to help you plan your estate and charitable giving in a way
that benefits you, your family, and BCI. There are several ways you can make a planned
gift to our endowment funds and help ensure the financial health and artistic legacy of
BCI for future generations of choral singers.
 
Donors who choose to plan an estate gift to BCI become a member of our Da Capo
Society. When you remember BCI in your will, you may reduce your estate taxes while
supporting the future of choral music. 
 
BCI’s endowment and investment funds are managed by Berkshire Taconic Community
Foundation, a community foundation with a history of successful and prudent oversight.
 
We will help you ensure that your wishes 
are carefully carried out in the future.

 

Create Your Choral Legacy
Da capo is the musical term that instructs us to
return to “the top” of a piece. 
 
Da Capo Society members take inspiration from
this term and ensure that future generations of
choral singers can share in BCI’s traditions of
musical excellence, adventure, and community.

Da Capo Society



What your gift creates...
With your investment, BCI will foster founder John
Stookey’s vision of a home away from home for avid
choral musicians. 
 
BCI is unique as singer-focused institution that
connects amateurs, students, and professionals to
the evolving choral music world. Since 1982, BCI has
enriched the lives of more than 10,000 singers
through our programs under the batons of dozens of
the world’s great conductors in prestigious venues
throughout the world.
 
Da Capo Society members like you help underwrite
fees for concert production, guest artists, and
professional orchestras. You make scholarships 
and discounts available to first-time and younger
singers -- ensuring generational continuity.

You underwrite our acclaimed Frank Nemhauser
Apprentice Program that provides free, hands-on
training for early-career singers and choral
conductors and educators.
 
Your support ensures a stable and sustainable
financial base for BCI so that the joy, connection, 
and inspiration of singing choral music together 
will thrive for future generations.

 

How you can strengthen 
our shared legacy…

 
An unrestricted gift to our

endowment allows the Board of
Trustees the flexibility to support

strategic areas of the greatest need.
 

We can also work with you to 
designate your gift to support a

purpose of mutual interest including
our Apprentice and young

professionals education programs,
artistic planning, creative

collaborations, and innovative 
special projects.

 



Ways to make a planned gift…
 Make a bequest through your will to include a

gift of a specific financial asset, a dollar 
amount, or a percentage of your estate. 

We can provide sample language for your will.
 

Name BCI as a beneficiary of retirement plan
assets, IRA distribution, or life insurance by

simply contacting your financial institution or 
plan administrator

 
Consider options including charitable gift 

annuities, remainder trusts or other planned
gifts. BCI’s investment partnership with 

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation can
provide support for many options.

 
You remain in control if your plans change. 

You may update your bequest intention anytime. 
Please consult an attorney or tax advisor. 

 
If you wish to include BCI in your estate plan or
will, please fill out a Gift Intention Form so we

can recognize your generosity and honor you as
a member of the Da Capo Society. 

Visit our website or 
call 413-229-1339 for a form.

For more information or to start a
conversation about how your gift can
help ensure the future, please contact:
Steven Smith, President & CEO
413-229-1357
ssmith@berkshirechoral.org
 
www.berkshirechoral.org/donate


